Message Four
Doing All Things in the Name of the Lord Jesus
and Persevering in Prayer
through the Indwelling Word of Christ
Scripture Reading: Col. 3:16-17; 4:2-4
I. Allowing the word of Christ to dwell in us richly is related to doing all things in the name of the Lord Jesus—vv. 16-17:

A. The Lord’s name is the expression of the sum total of what the Lord Jesus is in His person and work; in the name of Jesus means in the sphere and element of all that the Lord is—Phil. 2:9-10; Acts 3:7.

B. The exalted name of Jesus is for us to believe into (John 1:12), to be baptized into (Acts 8:16; 19:5), to be saved (4:12), to be healed (3:6; 4:10), to be washed, sanctified, and justified (1 Cor. 6:11), to call upon (Rom. 10:13; 1 Cor. 1:2), to pray in (John 14:13-14; 15:16; 16:24), to be gathered into (Matt. 18:20), to cast out demons (Mark 16:17; Acts 16:18), and to speak boldly in (9:27).

C. As the word of Christ makes home in us, the Lord makes us one with Him, and spontaneously we can do things in the name of the Lord—Col. 3:16-17:

1. The name of the Lord Jesus denotes His person, and the Lord’s person is the Spirit; thus, to do things in the name of the Lord is to live and act in the Spirit—Gal. 5:16, 25; 8:4.
2. If we exercise our whole being to take in the word, eventually we will be filled, occupied, and saturated with the living word, which is the Spirit—Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:18-30; 6:17.
3. Because the word is the embodiment of the Spirit and because the Spirit is the reality of Christ, we will automatically be filled with Christ and do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus—John 6:63; 14:16-18; Col. 3:17.

D. To be in the Lord’s name means to be one with the Lord, to live by the Lord, and to let the Lord live in us—1 Cor. 6:17; John 6:57; Gal. 2:20.

E. In our Christian life and service, we need to do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus—Eph. 5:20; Col. 3:17.

F. Ephesians 5:20 and Colossians 3:17 indicate that we have been put into a oneness with the Lord; because we are one with Him, we can use and act in His name:

1. When we are in the name of the Lord Jesus, we are in Christ, Christ is in us, and we are one with Christ—John 14:20; 1 Cor. 1:30; 6:17.

2. To do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus should always remind us that He is one with us, that we are in Him and He is in us, that He lives in us, and that we should live in Him—Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:20-21a.

II. Through the indwelling word of Christ, we can persevere in prayer—Col. 4:2-4:

A. The way to experience the indwelling Christ, to be constituted with Christ, and to live Christ in the one new man is to pray in a genuine way—1:3, 9; 4:2-3, 12:

B. We need the kind of prayer that brings us into contact with the Lord—prayer that causes us to be one with Him in our spirit—1 Cor. 6:17; 2 Tim. 4:22.

C. As we persevere in prayer, the living person of Christ becomes our experience and enjoyment—1:27.

D. In order to fight on God’s side against Satan, we need to persevere in prayer—Dan. 6:10:

1. As those who take sides with God, we find that the whole fallen universe is against us and, in particular, against our prayer; resistance to prayer lies not only outside of us but even within us—Matt. 26:41.

2. To pray is to go against the current, the trend, in the fallen universe—Luke 18:1-8.

E. We need to remain in an atmosphere of prayer by continually exercising our spirit—Eph. 6:18; 1 Tim. 4:7; 2 Tim. 1:7; Col. 1:3, 9.
F. In order to persevere in prayer, we need to exercise our spirit continually, praying at every time in spirit—1 Tim. 4:7; Eph. 6:18.

G. We need to respond to Christ’s intercession by seeking the things that are above and by setting our mind on them—Col. 3:1-2:

1. Christ’s ministry of intercession in the heavens requires our response; when we seek the things that are above, we respond and correspond to Christ’s heavenly ministry.

2. When Christ prays in heaven, we should pray on earth; this means that there is a transmission between the Christ praying in heaven and us praying on earth.

3. Through our prayer, Christ, the Head, is given a way to carry out His administration through His Body—1:18; 2:19; 3:1-2; 4:2.


